
  

  



2 

Contents 

Page 

 

1.   Hanham Court (NGS Open Day) 

2.   Contents 

3.   Chair’s Blog 

5.   Book Reviews / Local Hero  

6.  & 7.    Film Reviews 

8.   Entertainment 

9.   Social Evenings 

10.   Historical Figures 

11.   Miscellaneous 

12.  & 13.  History 

14.  & 15  Member’s Letter    

16.   “Dress To Impress” Poster 

Notice  -  Join us on Facebook  you may find it easier 

by going to the link at the bottom of our Website 



3 

Chair’s Blog 

 

W 
ell here we are with the approaching spring, and 
what a great time of the year it is and it’s also the 
time when we really get busy with organising our 
spring and summer events. We are looking at boat 

trips, N T visits, a train journey to far off places (well Weymouth 
actually) to meet up with the Weymouth gay group. Picnic in the 
park and of course our pride events. Information on these events 
will appear on the website and at the Rainbow Cafe. 
 
 A list of our events can be requested by post by contacting us on 
our e-mail address or call 07758810134. 
 
One of the most important of these will be our fund raising “Dress 
to impress” afternoon at the Cameo bar in Weston-S-Mare. This will 
take place on Saturday 22nd of April from 2- 4.30 pm. The event is 
being put on to raise funds for GayWest and the venue has been 
kindly donated for free. The afternoon is also the launch of the 
Weston-S-Mare Rainbow Café’s additional date in the month, this 
being the fourth Saturday in the month as well as the second. 
 
There will be a minimum door entry donation of £4.00p per 
person.  Prizes for the best dressed (any style) Raffle, guess the 
weight of the cake, Wow! Cakes and coffee/tea and bar drinks to 
purchase. We will also have invited guests  from other LGBT 
groups.  
We would also like to invite all you cake makers to bake a birthday 
cake (Prize for best design) as April is GayWest’s 46th birthday. See 
poster on back page for further information. 
 
As you can see there is a lot going on and the reason for the above 
event is part of our continued look at ways to fund GayWest, 
raffles, auctions and DVD sales are not sufficient on their own for 
funding. The only other alternative is a substantial increase in 
membership fees. 
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Chair’s Blog Contd. 

H 
owever there is still the problem of a huge amount of 

work being undertaken by a very few of the group’s 

members on the Committee,  by giving up their free time 

to act on GayWest members behalf. “We will be 

attending Bristol, Gloucester, and Weston-S-Mare prides again this 

year which is important for the organisation. At these events you 

need at least four people to man the stall and to allow for toilet and 

food breaks as they are long days. This means we will not have 

sufficient folk to open and set up our “Rainbow Café” on these 

Saturdays, as we cannot be everywhere at once. We need more of 

you to come forward and help your group by becoming a 

committee member, it’s not difficult we just need a few more hands -

on people. The committee now only meet by-monthly and a lot of 

information and discussions are done via E-Mails. The meetings are 

friendly social affairs and can be a lot of fun. GayWest has a 

fluctuating membership between 75 to 85 members, your 

committee only needs maybe two or three more to help the present 

four. Please give it some thought, we look forward to hearing from 

you. 

I hope you are enjoying the new format of what was your magazine 
and now is a Journal. We try to find articles of LGBT interest but 
always welcome your input and articles you send us, so I hope you 
enjoy this edition of the GayWest Journal. 
Send us your views we can only improve if we hear from you!!  
 
 

 
LGBT History 
 

O 
n February 17th GayWest visited Leyhill prison to give a 
talk on our History. The event took place in what they 
call “The Lobster Pot” similar to our own Café 
environment. James Whatmore and myself  gave the 

talk in a relaxed  atmosphere. It started with just a few, but soon 
filled out and became a very interesting  visit. 
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Days without end 
 

I 
n the last magazine we told you about this new Gay Novel. 
Now we have learnt that the author “Sebastian Barry” has won 
the Costa Book of the year award for this novel. The book was 
inspired by the author’s gay son and recounts a romance 

between two gay men in the Wild West set in the 1850's. 
Barry said the novel was informed by the anger he felt after his son 
Toby, who came out to him aged 16, was a victim of homophobic 
slurs when he kissed his boyfriend on a train. 
Barry fought off competition from the other four category winners- 
Keggie Carew, Francis Spufford, Alice Oswald and Brian 
Conaghan. 

Ben Smith Local Hero 
 

A 
fter completing his 401 challenge and raising more than 
£300,000 for the anti-bulling charities, and receiving 
National awards, he is just as grateful for the local 
support he has received. On receiving a town plaque 

from Portishead Town Council in recognition of his achievements, 
Ben said it was “Lovely to win a local award” 
In 2017 Ben and his partner Kyle will throw their weight behind 
the 401 Foundation, a grant based charity they are launching that 
will offer grants to grass roots projects that focus on building 
confidence and self-esteem along with tackling mental health 
issues for all ages. 
“2017 will be a very exciting and challenging year for The 401 

Challenge, but then, we do like a good challenge!” spoken by a 
true optimist. 

Book Review 
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Film Reviews 

Moonlight 

F 
ilms that tell the story of gay men or black men—let alone gay 

black men are few and far between. But a film doing just that 

opened in the UK this February. 

Moonlight is the story of a young black boy growing up in an 

environment that tells him it is not ok to be who he is, and the conse-

quences of that experience. 

The film is touching audiences like no other film of this nature. There is a 

huge power in its portrayal of life for African American men in modern-

day USA and in its portrait of toxic masculinity, drug addiction, the im-

portance of male role models and the relationship between a mother and 

her son. Moonlight is also about the destructive power of gay shame. The 

story is based on the true life experience of gay playwright Tarell 

McCraney from Miami, and through a mutual friend,  a straight guy who 

went through the same experiences himself whilst growing up in Miami. 

The raging addiction to crack cocaine by their mothers. 

The film is split into three parts, the first part is when the main character is 

a boy of seven, the second as a teenager and then the third, entitled 

“Black” when he is an adult. The film has an epic quality, almost akin to a 

Greek tragedy, as it takes you by the hand and gently has us bear witness 

to the key moments in this young man’s life: his mother calling him a fag-

got until he shuts down, the bullying betrayal of someone he believed he 

could trust as a teenager and  devastation it can have on the soul. In one 

of the most emotionally moving moments, Juan the local drug dealer ex-

plains to the traumatised child that the word he is being called – faggot—

is derogatory but that it’s OK if he is gay. 

The film is beautiful but painful to watch, and could change things. It has 

the potential to educate people about homophobia, racism, addiction, 

poverty and the pressures of masculinity. 

The film is on general release  from  February 24th. 
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Film Reviews 

LA LA LAND 

W 
hen a new film or show receives overwhelming hype from 
the media, the public can be cajoled into buying a ticket 

and then sitting back to see what all the fuss is about. 

This is what happened to me: the Saturday performances 
at the Watershed were all sold out, so I booked a ticket for the Sunday 
matinee.  I arrived early and had lunch in the ever-popular restau-

rant:  the cinema doors opened just before 2 p.m. and I took my seat with 
all the other optimistic patrons.  This performance was also sold out. 

The film started with an energetic outdoor dance number all filmed in 
one take: stuck in a massive traffic jam on a fly-over in Los Angeles, the 
drivers get out of their cars and perform on the car roofs and along the 

roadway itself.  So far, so good.  

We were introduced to the two main characters: a young woman and a 
young man.  He had aspirations to be a jazz musician, and she wanted to 
be an actress: and although their lives become entwined, there were 

thankfully no smoochy scenes or explicit sex depictions. 

Unfortunately, the film literally went rapidly downhill: neither of the main 
characters could act, and the girl's vocal efforts were insipid and ridicu-
lous.  And neither character could dance: the scene where they rise by 
GCI (computer generated image) into the heavens to gyrate - was embar-

rassing.  I got increasing irritated with the film and had to get up and 
walk out.  So much for hype.  I left behind an enraptured audience and 
was glad to get out into the fresh air.  I have no interest in knowing how 
the film ended.   Valentino 

 

Footnote: This film won the 2017 Baftas award for Best Film, best Director 

(Damien Chazelle) and best Actress (Emma Stone) 

We would love to hear your views as you can see we all like different things. 
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Entertainment 

Queer Art  ( Also see GayWest Facebook Page) 

Queer British Art  at  Tate Britain,  from  5th April , marks the 50th 

anniversary of the partial decriminalisation  of male homosexuality. 

Showcasing work from 1861 when the death penalty for sodomy 

was abolished to the passing of the sexual offences act of 1967. 

Queer Arts Weekender  -  Friday 7th  -  Saturday 8th April 

at Salisbury Arts Centre. Bedwin Street, Salisbury. SP1 3UT 

Box Office No. 01722 32 1744 

www.salisburyartscentre.co.uk 

The fabulous Ceri Dupree,  Friday 7th at 10pm  

Miss Hope Springs Saturday  8th at  7pm 

London Gay Men's Chorus Saturday 8th at 8.30pm 

Boys will be Boys   -  but not always 

Life is anything but a drag, when you star in  LaCage Aux Folles, 

the Tony and Olivier award-winning musical that brought queer 

life to the attention of theatre goers for the first time, way back in 

1983.  

2017 sees the first  UK tour of the West End show and staring John 

Partridge and Adrian Zmed.  At The  Bristol Hippodrome   

May 23rd  -  May 27th   

contact point is  the Box Office or  atgtickets.com/Bristol  
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Colin O'Brien Chairman 

Joint Magazine editor 

Cafe Host and co-ordinator 

Website Administrator 
 

Jim Phimister Membership Secretary 

Joint Magazine editor 

Finance officer 

Website Administrator 
 

Michael Reid Events co-ordinator 

Minutes Secretary 

Website Administrator 
 

John Martin Outreach officer 

Facebook and Twitter Administrator 
 
If you feel that you have talents for committee work, we will 
be very pleased to hear from you. 

Social Evenings 

Second Wednesday of each month   -   8th March, 12th April and 

10th May  

at The Old Market Tavern in Old Market Street, Bristol. 

Committee Members 
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Did You Know? 
 
Joan Crawford 

 
Crawford, by all accounts, had a voracious sexual appetite which 
included tastes for men and women. Crawford’s daughter has 
claimed she had affairs with women, which included Marilyn 
Monroe, Claudette Colbert and Barbara Stanwyck. 
 
Alexander the Great 

 
The great conqueror of the ancient world had a lifetime boyfriend in 
his bodyguard,  the general Hephaestion. At least one 
contemporary scholar likens them to Achilles and Patroclus, two 
ancient gay lovers, indeed Hephaestion’s death sent Alexander into 
horrible depression and he died a few months later. 

 
James I 

 
The successor to Elizabeth I had little use for women in his life, and 
historical scholars refer to him as “Queen”. He had a number of 
close male liaisons throughout his life, and recent excavations at his 
country estate uncovered a hereto unknown secret passage linking 
his bedroom to that of George Villers, Duke of Buckingham. Villers 
and King James enjoyed a long friendship and both James’s 
contemporaries as well as modern scholars considered the two  
were lovers. 

 

T 
his year GayWest will mark its 46th year. It is also the year 
that celebrates 50years since the decriminalisation of 
Homosexuality and to mark this there are some interesting 

events on during the year. 

Gay Historical Figures 
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 Miscellaneous 

Weston-S-Mare Rainbow Café at Cameo Bar 

On the Second Saturday of 11th March, 8th April 

And 13th May from 2 - 4.30pm 

All GayWest Post to :-  

30, Woodpecker Close,  

Bilbie Green, Keynsham, BRISTOL. BS31 2FU  

Tel:- 0775 881 0134 or 0785 433 6047  

Info@gaywest.org.uk 

Cheques should still be payable to Bath GCO (GayWest).  

    Official Notice 

 When attending GayWest Events, would every-

one please make their own way to the venues and 

book independently where appropriate.  

Gloucester Gay and Lesbian Community.  

They will meet on the 1st Thursday of each month at the same 

venue and time, 7.30  -  10pm. Details of all their social activities 

will continue to be on their Website. www.gglc.co.uk 

Prides for 2017 

Gloucester 10th June, Bristol 8th July   

and Weston on the 29th July.  More on www. Pink.uk 
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The decriminalisation of homosexuality 

 

M 
ost of you will have seen in the news that 2017 
marks fifty years since the decriminalisation of 
homosexuality in the United Kingdom. 
 

Back in 1967, the Sexual Offences Act decriminalised 
homosexual acts between two men in private. This was the 
first step on the long road towards LGBT equality. 
 
The story starts back in the 1960's when Member of 
Parliament Leo Abse and House of Lords peer Lord Arran 
offered proposals to amend the law for homosexual men, 
changing the way they were treated by introducing the 
Sexual Offences Bill. They saw the Bill as a way to make 
attitudes towards gays more liberal, a change which they felt 
was much needed following a staggering rise in the number 
of prosecutions of homosexual men. 
 
Bill used findings from the 1957 Wolfenden report, which 
suggested that certain homosexual offences should be 
decriminalised. The committee which oversaw the report was 
set up to investigate prostitution and homosexuality in the 
1950s. As a result, they found that criminal law couldn't 
intervene in the ' private sexual affairs of consenting adults' 
behind closed doors. 
 
What the committee concluded was that “unless a deliberate 
attempt be made by society through the agency of the law to 
equate the sphere of crime with that of sin, there must 
remain a realm of privacy  that is, in brief, not the laws 
business”. 

History 
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History 

 
 

L 
ord Arran's liberal thinking put the Bill through 
parliament and it was considered that the law should 
not penalise gay men, already subject to much 
'ridicule and derision'.  Roy Jenkins, the home 

secretary in 1967, commented that gay men “suffer from this 
disability” and “ carry a great weight of shame”. His remarks 
essentially summed up the government’s  perspective on 
homosexuality. 
 
The Bill received royal assent on July 27

th
 1967. Once it 

became law decriminalising homosexuality, the age of 
consent was set at 21. In 1994 it was reduced to 18 and 
became equal with heterosexuals at 16 in 2000. 
 
Today in the United Kingdom, we have come a long way 
since the 1960s and enjoy the freedom to be who we are, 
but this does not apply to many countries around the world 
where the fight for gay freedoms are still going on. 
 
As we mentioned in the last Journal there are events on at 
many places around the Country to celebrate this event and 
many of this year’s prides are adding it to their pride 
celebrations. 
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I 
 moved out of my apartment in Bristol on the 4th August last 

year to be nearer to my partner Michael who lives in Barrow. 

We stayed in a local hotel overnight in Grange-Over-Sands and 

on the morning of the 5th August I moved into a detached two-

bedroomed  bungalow in a quiet road with woodlands at the back.  

These woodlands have a special preservation  order on them, 

privately owned by the Holker Estate which means that they will 

never be pulled down to build more houses, this being the main 

reason I purchased the property. 

Living here is nice and quiet,  not like Bristol with inconsiderate 

skateboarders, inconsiderate tenants making unnecessary noise 

during the night, unnecessary noise of chairs and tables taken out 

by the staff of café Gusto at 07.30 hours and at 18.00 hours each 

evening. 

I have well manicured  front  and back gardens and a drive leading 

to a garage. I see a variety of wild birds, i.e. robins, blackbirds, 

various tits and even a brightly coloured woodpecker who are  

attracted to our bird feeders where I can  admire them from the 

second bedroom, dining room and kitchen windows. 

I have made the bungalow nice and cosy,  which Michael manages 

to get to in 40 minutes by car to visit me from Barrow, compared 

with 4-5 hours trip to Bristol, sometimes taking longer due to 

weather conditions and road works and if arriving late having his 

fingers crossed if there would be a parking space in the 

underground  carpark, where I had my apartment. 

 

A Letter from a Member 
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     A Letter from a Member 

G 
range-Over-Sands is an Edwardian town with views 

overlooking Morecambe Bay, with a good selection of 

shops, which cater for my needs and not far from the 

Lake District. When  Michael and I  go out for the day,  

the scenery is really beautiful, ideal for taking photographs as 

Michael and I are keen photographers.  We’ve taken several 

excellent views, being enlarged, framed to bedeck the walls of the 

bungalow. Also one finds an excellent selection of  Cafes and 

restaurants. 

People living up here are very friendly, most helpful, and obliging in 

the shops. There are two railway stations, I live about  15 minute 

walk from Kent Banks Station, where most trains stop on their way 

to Barrow/Carlisle and the other to Lancaster and further. The main 

Grange-Over-Sands station is about 1  -  2 miles by car or bus, the 

last train from Kent Banks station in the evening  is at 23.55 hours, 

and the last to Lancaster is 23.50 hours,  which is excellent. 

The bus services are classified as rural and do not run late. 

I do not miss Bristol, but miss certain members of GayWest, where 

Michael and I keep in contact with The Chairman and Membership 

Secretary, (Colin and Jim) 

They stayed with us on their wedding anniversary back in October 

and thoroughly enjoyed themselves. All in all, the move was 100% 

worth it, and I will live here until I “pop my clogs”.  

Stuart 

Please send us your experiences (if printable) of an event in your 

life. The Editor 
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GayWest 
 

Invites you to their fundraising event 
 

“Dress to Impress” 46th birthday  
celebrations on  

Saturday April 22nd 
 

The Cameo Bar  14  - 16  Walliscote Road, 
Weston - S - Mare, BS23 1UG 

 from 2.00 - 4.30pm 
 

Prizes for best outfits, Raffle, and more 
  Entry by minimum donation  
   of £4 per person 


